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F I R S T R EPO R T 



OF THE 



COMMISSIONERS 



OF THE IRISH FISHERIES, 



Of their Proceedings; for the Year 1819. 



Ordered, by The House of Commons, lo be Printed, 1+ February 1821. 



T HE Commissioners appointed under the Warrant of his Excellency the 
Lord Lieutenant, for carrying into execution an Act, passed the 59th year 
of his late Majesty, chap. 109, intituled, “ An Act lor the further Encouiage- 
ment of the Irish Fisheries;” having met at Dublin, upon the 19th Octobei 
1819, and taken and subscribed the oath required by the Act, proceeded to 
discharge the duty committed to them. 

And the 4Cth section of the said Act requiring a Report of their proceedings 
to be delivered to the Lord Lieutenant, on or before the 1st day ol June in 
each year, and a copy thereof to be laid before both Houses of Parliament, 
within fourteen days after the commencement of every session next ensuing- 
each first day of June ; — 

The Commissioners now pray leave, in obedience thereto, to present the 
First Report of their proceedings. 

The first step taken by them was, to appoint a Secretary (who had been pre- 
viously approved of by the Lord Lieutenant,) with a salary ol 300/. per annum. 

They afterwards appointed a Clerk, and a Messenger; the first, at a salary 
of 80/., the latter, at 40/. per year. 

They appointed places of Rendezvous, and framed an Abstract of the Act of 
Parliament which was distributed to the Maritime Counties ; and also 
advertised the Bounties payable under the Act, in the different Provincial 



Newspapers. _ . 

They likewise recommended to his Excellency, that four Inspectors General 
should be appointed, to superintend the Fishery; one upon the North Coast, 
another upon the East Coast, a third upon the South Coast, and a fourth upon 
the West Coast, with a salary of 20<H a year each, and 501. per annum 
Travelling charges. 

They recommended that Local Inspectors, or Officers of the Fishery, should 
be appointed to the following places, with a salary to each of 100/. pei annum. 



Wesport, 

Galway, 

Kilrush, 

Bantry, 

Baltimore, 

Kinsale, 

Wexford. 



Dublin, 

Carlingford, 

Ardglass, 

Belfast, 

Rathmullin, 

Killybegs, 

Dungarvan, 

And his Excellency was pleased to appoint those Officers accordingly. 

The Commissioners then proceeded to frame Instructions for their Officers, 
in perfecting which, they derived much useful information by a correspondence 
with the Commissioners for the Herring Fishery, Scotland. 

A set of Regulations for the instruction and government of the Fishermen, 
was also formed, and circulated amongstthem. A Memorial 
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2 FIRST REPORT OF COMMISSIONERS 

A Memorial having been received from persons concerned in the Fishery on 
J coart of gX™ stating, that considerable depredations and irregular, tie 
had been committed by the Fishermen on that coast the Commissioners applied 
to the Lo^of the Admiralty, to request, that they would order an armed 
Vessel, to protect the Fisheries, pursuant to the Act of Parliament, O-Mli section, 
and' they recommended a commissioned Officer of tlic Navy to then Loidslnps, 
as Superintendent, for that purpose. 

It is necessary to mention, that the Herring Fishery having commenced 
before the Act could be put into operation, the Commissioner have been 
obliged to take their Account of Vessels clearing out on Bounty, fl °™ j “ 
Officers of Customs ; but, from the late Reports of their own Officers, at the 
different stations, they believe the Act is now in full operation ; and have every 
reason to think it will be attended with the most beneficial results to the Country 
in general. 

The Commissioners now present the following Accounts of the Fishery, since 



their appointment.: — 

xro i An Account of the Total number of Vessels cleared out at each 

Station, for the Herring Fishery, 1819, on Tonnage Bounty ; 
distinguishing the number of Tons, the number of Men, the 
number of Bushels of Salt, and the number of Barrels carried out. 

N° 2.— An Account of the Total number of Vessels on Tonnage Bounty, 
entered Inwards, from the Fishery, 1819; distinguishing- the 
number of Tons, the number of Men, the number of Barrels of 
Herrings, Pilchards, and Mackarel, landed ; distinguishing, also, 
those that were gutted with a Knife, from those that were not so 
gutted, and the amount of Bounty allowed. 



N°3.— An Account of the Total number of Cwts. of Cod, Lyng, Hake, 
Haddock, Glasson, and Conger Eel, which have been marked tor 
the Production Bounty of 46’. per Cwt. at each Station, and on 
which the Bounty has been allowed. 



N°4— An Account of the Total number of Barrels of Herrings, 1 dchards, 
and Mackarel, which have been Branded, for the Production 
Bounty of 3 s. per Barrel, at each Station, and the amount of Bounty 
paid thereon. 

N* 5. An Account of the sums of Money paid for the. Encouragement of 

the Coast Fisheries, pursuant to the 66th section of the Act 
59 Geo. 3, chap. 109. 

The Quantity of Herrings, Pilchards, and Mackarel, caught on the Irish 
Fisheries, and exported for the last Season, is not known ; but this Account 
will hereafter be obtained, as our Officers, who are now at the different 
Stations, are, by the 26th Section of the Act, required to inspect such Fish, 
previous to Exportation. 

Amount of Salaries paid to Officers, from the appointment of the 
Commissioners, to the 5th of April 1820 - £.470. 4. 5^-. 



Amount of Incidents, of every description, paid in the same 
period £. 691. 14. 10- 



(Signed) 



Irish Fishery Office, *1 
Dublin, 31 May 182.0.J 



W. LE POER TRENCH. 
M. FITZGERALD. 

JOHN TIIERRY. 

A. H. HUTCHINSON. 
THO* M'c DONNELL. 
GEO. HAMILTON. 
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Appendix, N* 1. 



AN ACCOUN I' of the number of VESSELS cleared out at each Station, for the Herring Fishery, 
18L9. on Tonnage Bounty; distinguishing the number of Tons; the number of Men; the 
number of Bushels of Salt, and the number of Barrels carried out. 



STATIONS. 


' 

Vessels. 


Tonangc. 


Men. 


Bushels I 

of Salt. 


Barrels, 
including those 
under Salt. 


Dublin - 


i 


30 


6 


ICO 




Carlingford - 


31 


879 it 


200 


6,424 




Ard glass - 


1 


52 A 


7 


200 




Belfast ... 


- 


- 


— 


— 




Rathmullen - 


- 


— 


— 






ICillybegs 


— 


- 


— 


— 


• 












s 


Westport 


— 


— 






j= 


Galway - 


- 


— 


— 




o 

S5 


Kilrusli - 


- 


— 




- 




Bantry - 


- 


— 


— 






Baltimore - 


- 


— 


— 


— 




Kinsale - 


- 


- 


— 


— 




Dungarvan - 


- 


— 


— 


— 




Wexford - 


— 










Total - - 


33 


962 a 


| 213 


6,784 





J. I-IERON, 

Sec* . 

Irish Fishery Office, "1 
Dublin, 31 May 1S20.J 
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